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Overall, crime is falling…

*with some notable exceptions, such as sexual assault

CSEW = Crime Survey 
of England and Wales
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The role of the Neighbourhood Watch 
Reducing crime: Evidence suggests that for every 100 crimes, an average of 15 
crimes were prevented in areas where there was an active Neighbourhood Watch 

Building community trust: The Neighbourhood Watch fosters trust by 
encouraging open communication and cooperation among local people and the 
police.

Early Warning System: The network acts as an early warning system by 
promoting vigilance and reporting of local issues and crime trends. These schemes 
extend the reach of policing, foster a sense of shared responsibility, and help build 
stronger, more connected communities.

Empowering Communities: The Neighbourhood Watch acts act as the eyes and 
ears of the community. They can empower residents to take an active role in 
keeping their area safe, often working closely with local officers to share 
information, report suspicious activity, and support vulnerable neighbours.
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Policing with communities
Effective, visible neighbourhood policing is one of the cornerstones of 
British policing, and something that the public value extremely highly.

Evidence tells us that:

• Recognisable and accessible officers responding to local concerns increase 
public satisfaction and trust.

• National training enhances officers' skills to build relationships and tackle key 
community issues effectively.

• Intelligence-led patrols and collaborative problem-solving reduce crime and 
anti-social behaviours.
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The Neighbourhood Policing Programme
Structured National Training
 The NPP provides evidence-based, standardised training to improve officer competencies.
Staged Career Pathway
 A four-level career pathway recognises neighbourhood policing as a specialist discipline, 

reducing operational turnover of experience and skills
Core Skills Development
 Training focuses on community engagement, problem-solving, and partnership working to 

build public trust.​
Government Support 
 The Safer Streets mission and Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee reinforce the initiative's 

strategic importance.
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A shared future for safer streets
The Neighbourhood Watch Network is a key stakeholder in 
helping policing to tackle rising safety and anti-social 
behaviour concerns.

A challenge to you:
 Continue with the great work you undertake to support 

policing in keeping our communities safe and
 Explore opportunities to utilise skills from your personal, 

and professional backgrounds, and share insights through 
our public consultation processes

 How does the Neighbourhood Watch Network engage with 
the online world?
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